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I quote, ‘“‘There’s going to be other
wars.” This is exactly the kind of
“‘shoot-first, ask-questions-later”
thinking that got us into trouble in
Iraq in the first place.

Fortunately, the Democratic Presi-
dential candidates have a different
mindset, a mindset that uses diplo-
macy and international cooperation to
solve problems, not war. But the cur-
rent administration is working hard to
tie the hands of the very next Presi-
dent. It’s negotiating to establish per-
manent bases in Iraq. And it is plan-
ning to keep troop levels absolutely as
high as possible.

Remember all the sweet talk, Mr.
Speaker, last September about possible
troop cuts? It was an absolute sham.
And what are we getting for the trag-
edy of Iraq? Are we any safer? Abso-
lutely not. In fact, the director of Na-
tional Intelligence has warned that al
Qaeda is getting stronger in its cozy
safe haven in Pakistan, and that they
are busy training more and more
operatives.

A whole new generation is growing
up in occupied Iraq. Their memories
begin after U.S. forces rolled in. Since
electricity and water and basic services
have been on the fritz. Since whole
neighborhoods have become wandering
refugees. Many have never known the
cultural gems of their own country.
This cannot bode well for the region.

Secretary of State Rice has admitted
that the Taliban is resurgent in Af-
ghanistan. And the report of the Con-
gressional Commission on the National
Guard and Reserves found that there is
an ‘‘appalling gap’ in our ability to de-
fend the homeland because of Guard
and Reserve redeployments to Iraq.

Meanwhile, we are squandering $12
billion per month on the occupation
while our economy slides into recession
and the American people face the loss
of their jobs, their health care, and
their homes. Let’s be clear, Mr. Speak-
er, the main reason we are in this re-
cession is because of the senseless and
unending occupation of Iraq.

And our brave men and women in
uniform, what about them? They’re
paying a very high price for this occu-
pation. Every day, five U.S. soldiers
try to commit suicide because the fre-
quency of deployment has put tremen-
dous stress on them and their families.
This is simply unacceptable and a na-
tional disgrace if we do not act to re-
verse this trend.

Mr. Speaker, I will be back on this
floor talking about this some more, but
this is my 250th time, and I want you
to know, it’s time that this occupation
be over.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF ROSEMARY MUCKLOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize the achievements of a
friend of mine, Rosemary Mucklow.
Rosemary is the long-standing execu-
tive director of the National Meat As-
sociation and has been somewhat of a
legend in the meat and food business.
Her dedication to the industry is evi-
dent by her business achievements,
there are so many of them.

Rosemary was born in Scotland and
went to work at the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Fisheries for the British
Government before being hired as a
secretary at the Pacific Coast Meat As-
sociation, which was later named the
Western States Meat Association, and
then renamed the National Meat Asso-
ciation.

In 1996, Rosemary received the E.
Floyd Forbes award from the Meat As-
sociation for her outstanding service.
She was honored again in 2002 by the
American Meat Science Association for
her ‘‘commonsense leadership.” She
served on the National Advisory Com-
mittee on Meat and Poultry Inspection
and was the vice president of the Inter-
national HACCP Alliance. Throughout
her career, she has highlighted the im-
portance of information and education
of the meat industry to improve stand-
ards, efficiency, and quality.

Rosemary will be retiring very soon,
but if I know Rosemary, retirement for
her won’t mean just quietly fading into
the sunset. She is going to be active,
probably still in the association, and in
the industries.

I had the opportunity to get to know
Rosemary about 10 or 12 years ago
when we, in the House Ag sub-
committee of appropriations were pass-
ing the HACCP law. At that time we
were moving from visual carcass-to-
carcass inspection of meat and poultry
to microbial testing, taking this to the
modern technology. Rosemary knew so
many people in the industry, and there
was a lot of controversy, but she was
able to get the people together to come
up with the right compromises and the
right push at the right time to get the
thing from floundering.

She also was very active at a time
when there was some Salmonella and
E. coli issues that had threatened to
close down the industry and push
through, I think, very aggressive man-
datory recall authority for the Sec-
retary of Agriculture. Rosemary bro-
kered some ‘‘peace in the valley,” you
might say.

She’s got the kind of enthusiasm
that can only be called ‘‘contagious.” I
met her through a man who is a sau-
sage manufacturer in San Francisco
named Al Piccetti, and the Piccetti
family has also become friends of mine.
And it seems like birds of a feather
flock together. Rosemary’s friends are
good people. They have invited Libby
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and me to go visit them out in San
Francisco, and we had a very nice time
dealing with them. All the hospitality
I would say that they have given us
over the years and the friendship, those
kind of relationships that in this busi-
ness are rare to find. I will say this, I
have no idea what Ms. Mucklow’s poli-
tics are, if she’s Democrat or Repub-
lican. In fact, the last time she was in
Washington, she really prefers, for
some reason, the west coast, but the
last time she was here she said, Jack,
I don’t need to see you, I'm going to go
see Chairwoman ROSA DELAURO be-
cause that’s where the action is now.
And she said that with a twinkle and a
smile, and then she went up to go see
RoOsA. But she has that kind of good
will that she can deal with both sides
of the aisle and get the argument off
politics into what is best for the Amer-
ican food consumer. What’s best for the
industry and the consumer has always
been her goal.

I will say I don’t even know what
kind of activities she does on a per-
sonal level, but I know this, that what-
ever she is doing right now, she’s doing
it with a smile and a lot of fun and in-
volving a lot of people.

She’s the kind of lobbyist or industry
advocate that keeps a good reputation
for the industry that she represents be-
cause she doesn’t cut corners, she
doesn’t do political things, she doesn’t
think in terms of backroom deals or
power moves or anything like that, she
wants to do what’s fair and what’s just
for the American people, and has a
broad picture far beyond her job or her
industry or her association.

We’re going to miss her kind of lead-
ership, but I do hope that in her retire-
ment she does not become a stranger.
With that, I want to say thank you,
Rosemary Mucklow, for your many
years of advocacy for the American
food consumer and for the industry.

ROSEMARY MUCKLOW, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
NATIONAL MEAT ASSOCIATION, OAKLAND, CA

Rosemary Mucklow is Director Emeritus
of National Meat Association, (formerly
Western States Meat Association) an Oak-
land-based trade association representing
packers, processors, wholesalers, sausage
makers, and other related firms in the U.S.
meat and poultry industry.

Until 2007 she was the NMA Executive Di-
rector and held this position since 1982 when
the Western States Meat Packers Associa-
tion and the Pacific Coast Meat Association
merged to form the stronger, broad-based or-
ganization it is today. Rosemary has been
associated with the meat industry for over 40
years.

As Executive Director, Rosemary’s respon-
sibility’s included the administration of the
affairs of the National Meat Association. She
continues to oversee the activities of NMA
as Director Emeritus, and as part of her
daily activities she maintains working con-
tacts with NMA’s members so that she re-
mains fully informed about the effects on
their businesses of government and market
activities.

Almost daily, Rosemary advises members
on the intricacies of the federal meat and
poultry inspection laws, and other laws ad-
ministered by the Department of Agri-
culture.
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